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ARCHITECTURAL AND ARTISTIC OBJECTS
AT AEGIDIENTORPLATZ

HANNOVER, GERMANY, 2001

Client

Stadt Hannover and sponsors
Architect

Behnisch, Behnisch & Partner
Competition

1999, 1st prize

Planning

1999-2001 (not realized)
Height

approx. 30 m

Address

Am Friedrichswall 10

30159 Hannover

Germany

The city of Hannover had announced a
competition for Aegidientorplatz close to

the Norddeutsche Landesbank; architects
as well as artists from both Germany and
abroad were invited to participate. In order
to do justice to its position and significance,
Aegidientorplatz was to receive increased
formal emphasis within the urban fabric. Un-
fortunately, the majority of elements, such as
plantings, lighting, paving, street alignments,
etc., had already been decided upon and
were not subject to revision. This left only
the air space itself.

In collaboration with the artist Heinz Mack,
we designed a sculpture to mark the square,
occupying the space above without obstruc-
ting or crowding it. The result was the
so-called Light Cloud, a spatial structure

of braced steel beams, developed via a
series of experiments involving numerous
variants. The highly reflec-tive beams were
intended to reflect the vicinity, the light, the
sky, subjecting the space to an alienation
effect, rendering some elements invisible,
while bringing unfamiliar ones into the field
of vision via reflections. Depending too on
weather conditions and on time of day, the
appearance of the light configuration was to
change constantly.

Our contribution was awarded first prize.

Unfortunately, due to financial restrictions
the project was not realized.
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Die ,Lichtwolke" schwebt wie
Luft. Sie ist kein statisches El
scheint sich in kontinujerliche
befinden. Hochreflektierende

Stahlseilen hangen, spiegeln das

die Umgebung wider. Je nach Witterung und
Tageszeit andert sich die Erscheinung der
Lichtgestalt. Bei Nacht werden die Scheinwerfer
der Autos sich spiegeln, unterstatzt und
{iberlagert vom Licht aus polychromen Strahlern,
deren Reflexe auf den Mikados als sich
verandernde Lichtstimmungen zeigen. ES konnte.
gin Lichtchronometer entstehen, der zu
bestimmien Zeiten und Stunden besondere
Lichttone und Lichtsequenzen reflektiert. Es
konnte ein Element mil Erinnerungswert, eine-Art
neues Stadttor entstehen. In jedem Falle ein
Element, das den Ort am Stadtring gleichermaBen
fiir FuBganger und Autofahrer markiert.

Lichtwolke
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