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A charming landscape in the eastern part 
of the Swabian Alb, serves as the site for 
a school of around 100 children and young 
people with mental or physical handicaps. 
The complex, freely laid out and divided into 
small parts, allows each area - forecourt, 
hall, school garden, classroom, terrace, tree, 
flower bed, bench, among others - to follow 
its own laws. Within each area every pupil 
can develop his or her own personality and 
capacities, as well as finding his or her own 
place, a spot that will remain in memory, 
allowing relationships and connections to 
evolve. The school is conceived as a single-
story complex, allowing every area and 
classroom direct routes to the outside. Each 

pupil is able to reach all building locations 
without any form of special assistance. 
The complex, divided into separate zones, 
consists of small “houses” that are grouped 
around a shared inner courtyard. Each class 
level is perceived as a little school within a 
whole. The main southern entrance, with its 
waiting area for small buses, allows wheel-
chair-bound pupils sheltered access to the 
building. A partially glazed entrance hall offers 
views toward an interior courtyard where the 
school garden is found. In summer, breaks 
can be enjoyed on the open terrace. The 
music  room, with movable walls toward 
the main hall, transforms from a simple 
classroom into a stage for larger events. The 
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locations of the sports building and subsidiary 
spaces allow adjoining classrooms to be set 
in sheltered landscaped areas. A pool with 
a raisable bottom can be used for various 
therapies. An eastern entrance links the school 
 with the Bibris School Center. The horizontal 
structures are constructed simply, and consist 
of natural and renewable building materials. 
Free floor plans with non-load bearing walls 
ensure good adaptability to a variety of 
functions. The complex can be expanded to 
the north, as its open articulation will enable 
the structure to accommodate modifications.
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